liobertson. It will be interesting to see whether the monsoon will be followed by a recrudescence in their villages. In dealing
with villages, the distinction between purely agricultural and commercial villages is of importance?it is comparatively easy to get the inhabitants of the former out into the fields, and they have little or no inducement to wander to other villages. In the case of commercial or manufacturing villages, 011 the other hand, the inhabitants dislike going into the fields, and they have a tendency to wander to other villages. It is extremely difficult to deal with plague-infected villages in the rains. Evacuation, so easy to arrange for and enforce in the dry season, is practically impossible in the rains, owing [July 1898. to the difficulty of providing water-tight shelter, and the prohibitive cost of it, even if it were procurable. Dr. We have a scientific analogy in the methods that are pursued in Professor HatFkine's laboratory in the cultivation of the microbe for the purposes of inoculation. Professor
Haifkine has found that when the microbe is placed in a suitable medium, viz., peptonized broth and in a dark-room, the bacillus will grow ad infinitum, and will multiply enormously until it has exhausted the nutrient medium ; and this it will continue to do for six months or more as long as it has material in which to grow. That is the duty of a Congress, and to a Congress I will leave it. But I may be permitted to point out that, up to the present, all sorts and kinds and degrees of plagues are met and managed or mismanaged, without a classification of the various epidemics. Plagues may be usefully classified on the basis of the numbers and density of the population in infected towns and cities. On this basis we may recognise plagues of six classes. A first class plague epidemic would be an epidemic in a city of 500,01)0 persons and upwards ; a second, in a city of 200,000 to 500,000 ; a third, in a city of 100,000 to 200,000; a fourth, in a city of 50,000 to 100,000; a fifth, in a town of 25,000 to 50,000 ; a sixth, in a town of 10,000 to 25,000 All other plague epidemics, occurring in smaller populations, to be recog ized as village plagues. If we had some such classification, it would conduce to a better understanding of the various plague invasions we now read about. In the absence of an authoritative classification, the public and the press, and even Governments, are liable to regard all plague visitations as nearly equal, and capable of being suppressed or extinguished in the same time and by the same means. Moreover, the absence of a classification of plagues leads to the introduction of theories, and theories lead to the introduction of experiments, and between theory and experiments, varieties of results are arrived at. If the proposed Congress should succeed in securing, for any future plague repressive measures, a unity of professional opinion as to how tlie various classes of plagues should be managed, an undoubted benefit will be conferred by the profession on the people concerned. The full benefit of this united opinion can best be secured in Congress specially convened for the purpose. I need not enumerate the various major questions which will fall to be considered and decided by the Congress; more competent persons will formulate these questions and prepare them for the Congress. We know that no final opinion has been arrived at as to the value of the segregation of the sick in all stages and under all conditions of a plague epidemic, nor has any final opinion been arrived at as to how a sequelae of plague should be treated to ensure the prevention of a recrudescence of the disease, nor how a plague recrudescence may be made a final visitation never to return. Nothing definite is known as to whether a first plague visita- 
